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the extent and quality of learning acquired. There were no public
schools in those days, but private teachers taught pupils in their
own homes, and both teacher and pupil were placed above want
by means of a judicious distribution of annual rewards. Sanskrit
learning was at its lowest ebb in these parts when Shivaji rose
to power, but by the methods of encouragement adopted by him,
the Deccan soon became known for the proficiency of her scholars
who proceeded to Benares for purposes of study, and returned
back to their country laden with honours, and rewarded by their
sovereign. The Dakshina cvstem of encouraging learning was,
after Sambhaji's capture by the Moghuls, kept up by the Dabhades
of Talegaon, and when the Dabhades lost their importance, the
Peshwas took up the trust, and greatly enlarged its scope, and
it flourished down to the times of the British conquest, when the
amount disbursed each year is said to have exceeded five lakhs.
It will be seen from the details given above that Shivaji's
system of Civil Government was distinguished from those which
predeced it or succeeded it in several important respects:—
Firstly.—In the great importance he attached to the hill-
•forts, which were virtually the starting unit of his system of
Government
Secondly.—In his discouragement of the hereditary system
of transmitting high offices in one and the same family.
Thirdly.—In his refusal to grant Jahagir assignments of land
for the support of Civil or Military Offices.
Fourthly.—In the establishment of a direct system of revenue
management, without the. intervention of district or village
Zamindars.
Fifthly.—In the disallowance of the farming system.
Sixthly.—In the establishment of a Council of Ministers with
their proper work allotted to them, and each directly responsible
to the King in Council.
Seventhly.—In the subordination of the Military to the Civil
element in the administration.
Eightly.—In the intermixture of Brahmans, Prabhus,. and
Marathas in all offices, high and low, so as to keep check upon
one another.
Of course some of these distinctive features could not be
continued intact when the Maratha power, instead of being con-
fined to the small area of the Swarajya district, was extended in
all directions, so as to embrace provinces so distant as Cuttack
on the East, and Kathiawad on the West, Delhi in the North and
Tanjore in the South. In the Maratha country proper, the nation,
the army, the officers, and the kings were all of the same race,

